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My name is Clem, I’ll pop up throughout 
your course, mostly on our website, to give 

you some pointers to help you achieve 
your potential over the next few years. 

 
 Try to make sure you keep on top of your 
work, homework and assessments so you 

know exactly where you are and where 
you need to be 



Welcome to GCSE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for choosing GCSE History, we are sure you will 

find this course interesting, rewarding, challenging and fun! 

 

Inside this booklet you will find a range of useful and 

important information that will support you as you go through 

your GCSE, you should use this in conjunction with our 

website www.stchistory.com and information given to you in 

class. 

 

To succeed at History, you will need a positive ATL and an 

enquiring mind. Independent learning is also vitally important 
 

 

So, what will you study at GCSE: 
 

• You will build on the key skills you were introduced to 

in KS3 (Analysis, interpretations, Evaluating, Source 

work and communication) 

 

• You will also understand key concepts in History that 

allow us to find out about the past and more 

importantly, make sense of the past eg Change & 

Continuity, Similarities, Differences, Significance, 

Cause & Consequence 

 

• The 5 topics you will learn on this course are: 
 

Medicine Through Time (1250-Modern times) 
 

British Sector of the Western Front (WWI Trench Warfare) 

Elizabethan 
England Nazi 

Germany Cold War 



Edexcel 9-1 Spec: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We have chosen Edexcel as our new 9-1 Spec 
 

Paper 1: 
 

• 1 hour 15 Minutes  
6 Questions  
52 Marks 

 
 
• Section A: Environment Study  

- British Sector of the Western Front  
• Section B: Medicine 1250-Modern Times 
 

Paper 2: 
 

• 1 hour 45 Minutes  
6 Questions  
64 Marks 

 
 
• Section A: Cold War 1941-1991  
• Section B: Elizabethan England 1558-1588  

 

Paper 3: 
 

• 1 hour 20 Minutes  
6 Questions  
52 Marks  

• Source / Interpretation based exam 

 

• Germany 1918-39  



Assessment: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How will you be assessed on this course? 

 

You will be assessed in a variety of ways, all of 

which are designed to let your teacher know how 

well you are doing, let you know how well you are 

doing and allow for reflection and improvement 
 

Exam style questions: 
 

You will answer exam questions in class or for 

homework building on your recent learning 
 

Essays: 
 

You will write essays asking key questions about 

your recent work, utilising the important skills of 

evaluation, analysis and written communication 
 

Topic Tests: 
 

You will complete a Topic Test for each unit of 

work, you will be given time to revise and prepare 

and you will need to meet a minimum score, if not, 

we’ll have another go to improve 
 

Presentations / Projects: 
 

There will be opportunities to show your knowledge 

and progress in class / group presentations 
 

Classwork / Homework: 
 

There will be frequent opportunities to practise 

& assess the key skills for this course through 

class tasks & projects 
 

Self / Peer Assessment: 
 

We will also peer and self assess our work  

throughout the course 



Key Dates: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates you should be aware of 
 
 

 

Year 9: 

Year 9 Assessment Week  
 

Year 10: 
 

Year 10 Mock Exam 
 
 

 

Year 11: 
 

Year 11 Mock Exam 
 

 

Paper 1: Trenches  

& Medicine 
 

Paper 2: Cold War  

& Elizabeth I 
 
 
 

Paper 3: Germany 
 
 
 

 

Trips: 
 

WWI Battlefields 
 

Berlin / Auschwitz 



Assessment Log 
 

Paper 1: Trenches & Medicine 
 



Assessment Log 
 

Paper 2: Cold War & Elizabeth 
 



Assessment Log 
 

Paper 3: Germany 
 



Topic Test Log: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topic Test Title: Score: Rescore: 



Assessment Log: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessment Title: 

 
 
 
 

 

Score: Band:  Target:On/Off 



Assessment Schedule: 
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13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic Test 
 

 

Essay (HW) 

 

Topic Test 
 
 

Exam [16] 
 
 

Exam [12] 
 
 

Exam [4] 
 
 

Topic Test 
 

 

Project (HW) 

 
 

Essay (HW) 
 
 

Topic Test 
 

 

Topic Test 
 
 

Exam [12] 
 
 

Essay (HW) 
 
 

Topic Test 
 

 

Exam [12] 
 

 

Topic Test 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Medicine 
 
 

Ancient World 
 
 

Why did Ancient ideas continue in Middle Ages? 
 

 

Middle Ages & Black Death 
 
 

Little progress in Middle Ages, do you agree? 
 
 

Changes in communication (Renaissance) 
 

 

Treatment different in C13 from C17 

 

Renaissance 
 

 

Guidebook comparing Black Death & G. Plague 
 

 

Why rapid change – Causes (Industrial) 
 
 

C18th / C19th Public Health 

 

Vaccination & Germs 
 
 

Why rapid change – treatment of smallpox 
 
 

How has treatment changed by 1900? 
 
 

Florence Nightingale 
 
 

Why rapid change – Surgery c1700-c1900 
 
 

DNA & Magic Bullets 



Assessment Schedule: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topic Test 
 
 

Exam [4] 

 

Poster (HW) 
 

 

Exam [16] 
 
 

Exam 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Medicine continued 
 
 

Penicillin 
 
 

Causes different in c1750 from present day 

 

Impact of technology on diagnosis & treatment 
 

 

C20th Treatment & care completely changed – agree? 
 

 

Medicine Overview Exam 

 
 
 

 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 

 
 
 

 

Poster (HW) 
 

 

Exam [8] 

 

Poster (HW) 
 

 

Exam [4] 

 

Exam [4] 
 

 

Topic Test 
 
 

Exam [4] 
 

 

Group Pres. 
 

 

Leaflet (HW) 
 
 

Topic Test 

 

Trenches 

 

Simple guide to source analysis NOPCAT 
 

 

How useful Sources A&B - problems faced during battles 
 
 

Types of sources a historian can use 
 
 

Following up a source – problems of operations 
 
 

Describe 2 features of aseptic surgery 
 

 

Trench structure & Warfare 
 

 

Describe 2 features of Trench 

system Key battles of WWI 

 

Museum leaflet / info on key battles of WWI 

Key battles of WWI 



Assessment Schedule: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

32 
 

33 
 

34 
 

35 
 

35 
 

36 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Trenches Continued 

Poster (HW)    Types of injuries on the Western Front 

Topic Test Injuries & wounds in WWI 

Topic Test Chain of evacuation 

Exam [8] How useful Sources C&D – treatment in ADS 

Exam [4] Following up Source C – more about X-Rays 

Topic Test Impact of WWI on Surgery (Blood & Plastic Surgery) 
 

 

Elizabethan England 
 

37 
 

38 
 

39 
 

40 
 

41 
 

42 
 

43 
 

44 
 

45 

 

Topic Test 
 
 

Exam [4] 
 

 

Topic Test 

 

Essay (HW) 
 
 

Topic Test 
 

 

Exam [4] 

 

Poster (HW) 
 

 

Exam [12] 
 
 

Topic Test 

 

Background to Tudors 
 
 

Describe 2 features of Elizabethan society 
 
 

Elizabeth’s government 
 
 

Explain why Elizabeth faced initial 

problems Religion in England by 1559 

 

Describe 2 features of Elizabeth’s Settlement 

 

Catholic & Puritan challenges to the Settlement 
 
 

Why did the Catholic threat increase after 1566? 
 

 

Plots 



Assessment Schedule: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Elizabethan England Continued 
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48 
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53 
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56 
 

57 
 

58 
 

59 
 

60 
 

61 

 

Topic Test 

Exam [4] 

 

Essay (HW) 
 
 

Prospectus 
 
 

Exam [4] 

 

Poster (HW) 
 

 

Exam [12] 

 

Topic Test 
 
 

Topic Test 

 

Poster (HW) 
 

 

Exam [16] 
 

 

Essay (HW) 
 

 

Exam [16] 

 

Topic Test 
 
 

Project 
 

 

Exam [12] 

 

Walsingham & plots 
 
 

Describe 2 features of the plots against Elizabeth 
 
 

How significant were the threats against Elizabeth 
 
 

Education in Elizabethan England 
 
 

Describe 2 features of Elizabethan education 
 
 

Elizabethan leisure and entertainment 
 
 

Why did poverty increase? 
 
 

Poverty in Elizabethan England 

 

Foreign affairs and Drake 
 

 

How & Why Voyages of discovery 
 
 

Reason for voyages - increase wealth? Agree? 
 

 

Why did colonisation of Roanoke fail? 
 

 

Decline in Anglo-Spanish rels Elizabeth’s fault? Agree 
 

 

Spanish Armada (Including Cadiz) 
 
 

Spanish Armada (Tactics, Technology, Factors) 
 
 

Why did the Armada end in defeat for Spain? 



Assessment Schedule: 
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Exam [4] 

 

Topic Test 

 

Exam [4] 
 

 

Definition Test 
 
 

Exam [4] 
 
 

Exam [20] 
 
 

Topic Test 
 

 

Essay (HW) 

 

Source 

 

Exam [8] 
 

 

Project 
 

 

Exam [4] 
 

 

Topic Test 

 

Exam [12] 
 
 

Leaflet 
 
 

Newspaper 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Germany 

 

2 inferences about Germany during WWI 

 

Weimar Constitution 

 

2 inferences - Germany’s reaction to 

Versailles Keywords spelling & definition test 

 

Difference in interpretations – Politics in 1920 
 

 

Opposition to Versailles [12] + 2 inference Qs 

 

Early political violence (Kapp / Spartacist) 
 
 

Why was 1923 a year of crisis? 

 

1923 Sources – Stresemann, election (analysis) 

How useful are Sources – context of 1923 Life in 

Stresemann’s Germany (Golden Age) 

 
Difference in interpretations – Attitudes to women 
 

 

Early Nazi Party & key people 
 
 

Explain why the Munich Putsch failed 

 

To show the reorganisation of the Nazi Party 
 
 

Wall Street Crash and it’s impact 



Assessment Schedule: 
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Germany Continued 
 

Essay (HW) Why was the Nazi Party able to rise by 1932? 
 

 

Topic Test Hitler’s steps to Chancellor 
 
 

Exam [12] Explain why Hitler was able to become Fuhrer 
 

 

Topic Test Terror and Police State 

Topic Test Church & Church opposition 

Topic Test Propaganda 

Poster (HW) Role and expectations of a Nazi woman 

Topic Test Hitler Youth & Opposition 

Prospectus Education in Nazi Germany 

Exam [4] Difference in interpretations – Economy 

Topic Test Nazi Economic Miracle 

Exam [16] Agree with interpretations about Kristallnacht? 

Topic Test Persecution of minorities & Jews 



Assessment Schedule: 
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105 
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 Cold War 

Topic Test Grand Alliance & 3 Conferences (Tehran, Yalta, Potsdam) 

Exam [8] Explain 2 consequences of Yalta Conference 

Exam [8] Narrative – Satellite States 

Topic Test Truman Doctrine & Marshall Plan 

Topic Test Cominform, Comecon & NATO 

Topic Test Berlin Crisis 

 

Exam [16] Explain importance of 2/3: Truman, Berlin, NATO 
 
 

Topic Test Hungarian Uprising & its impact 

Exam [8] Explain 2 consequences of Hungarian Uprising 

Exam [8] Narrative – Berlin Crisis 1958-61 

Newspaper Bay of Pigs & Cuban Missile Crisis 

Exam [8] Explain importance of Bay of Pigs invasion 

Topic Test Czechoslovakia & Brezhnev Doctrine 

Exam [8] Explain 2 consequences of Dubcek’s election 

Exam [8] Explain importance of JFK Speech for future of Germany 

Topic Test Détente, SALT 1, SALT 2 & Helsinki 



Assessment Schedule: 
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108 
 

109 
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Exam [8] 
 
 

Exam [8] 
 

 

Essay (HW) 
 

 

Newspaper 
 

 

Exam [8] 
 

 

Exam [16] 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Cold War 

 

Narrative – Key events of Détente 
 
 

Explain importance of Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
 

 

Why did Détente come to an end from 1979? 
 
 

Summits of the 1980s 
 

 

Explain 2 conseq’ of Gorbachev’s abandoning Brezhnev Doct. 
 

 

Explain importance of 2/3: Nuclear race, Afghanistan, Reagan 



Topic Checklists: 
 

Paper 1: Trenches & Medicine 
 



Topic Checklists: 
 

Paper 2 Section A: Cold War 
 



Topic Checklists: 
 

Paper 2 Section B: Elizabethan England 
 



Topic Checklists: 
 

Paper 3: Germany 
 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 1: Trenches & Medicine – 1hr15 Minutes 
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Paper 1: Trenches & Medicine – 1hr15 Minutes 
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Paper 1: Trenches & Medicine – 1hr15 Minutes 
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Paper 1: Trenches & Medicine – 1hr15 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 1: Trenches & Medicine – 1hr15 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 2: Cold War & Elizabeth I – 1hr 45 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 2: Cold War & Elizabeth I – 1hr 45 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 2: Cold War & Elizabeth I – 1hr 45 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
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Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 2: Cold War & Elizabeth I – 1hr 45 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 2: Cold War & Elizabeth I – 1hr 45 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 3: Germany – 1 hr 20 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 3: Germany – 1 hr 20 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 3: Germany – 1 hr 20 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 3: Germany – 1 hr 20 Minutes 
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Paper 3: Germany – 1 hr 20 Minutes 
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Paper 3: Germany – 1 hr 20 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 3: Germany – 1 hr 20 Minutes 



Example Exam Papers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paper 3: Germany – 1 hr 20 Minutes 



Text / Revision Books: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You can purchase these text books / revision guides if you 

want to from: http://www.stchistory.com/text-books.html 



Revision Guidance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Download a blank timetable from the ‘Revision 
Zone’ of our website and organise yourselves sooner 
rather than later. It will be really helpful to get into a 

routine before Christmas. 



Revision Guidance: 
 



Revision Guidance: 
 



Social Media: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We, as a department, are available to 
support you throughout this GCSE Course, 

you can ask for help in class, writing 
questions in your books, Emailing us or 

contacting us on Social Media at the 
following: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

www.instagram.com/STCHISTORY 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.facebook.com/STCHISTORY 
 
 
 
 

 

www.twitter.com/STCHISTORY 
 
 
 
 

 

Our department website: 
 

www.STCHistory.com 


